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UNTIL recently the German people have been largely
preoccupied with their own domestic problems. The
shock of defeat continued for years after the war, and
the paralyzing inflation made the day-to-day problem of getting
something to eat quite enough to occupy people without per-
mitting them leisure or opportunity for outside organizational
activities.

In the last two years, owing to currency reform, liberal finan-
cial aid from the United States, and two abundant harvests, the
economic position has enjoyed a remarkable improvement. This
has been reflected to a certain extent in a growing interest on the
part of the people in public affairs and increased activity on the
part of organizations among industrial workers, farm groups,
and businessmen. There is still a considerable lethargy among
the people as a whole which is necessarily reflected in the pro-
grams of these organizations. In addition, lack of contact with
the outside world has resulted in a parochial, introverted atti-
tude on many issues.

Recent moves on the part of the United Kingdom, France,
and the United States as occupying powers have, we feel, gone
far toward breaking open the doors into Germany and letting in
some fresh air. We have taken a number of significant steps to-
ward bringing the German people into direct contact with their
neighbors and toward identifying their interests and loyalties
with those of the free peoples of Europe. A year ago, when the
decision to permit the establishment of the German Federal
Republic was reached, it was announced as a major objective of
the three Allied governments to encourage and facilitate the
closest integration on a mutually beneficial basis of the German
people under a democratic federal state within the framework of
the European association. Last November, at a meeting in